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 Luca  &  Nico’s  Adventure  Club  Pack 

 Kyoto:  A  Mission  for  Young  Explorers 

 Greetings,  Agent! 

 You’ve  been  selected  for  a  top-secret  mission  to  uncover  the  hidden  treasures 

 of  Kyoto!  From  ancient  temples  and  mysterious  shrines  to  bamboo  forests  and 

 samurai  legends,  your  adventure  will  take  you  through  the  heart  of  Japan’s 

 most  historic  city.  Complete  these  challenges  to  earn  the  title  of  Kyoto  Master 

 Explorer! 

 Good  luck,  and  remember:  stay  curious  and  adventurous! 

 Top  Secret  Mission:  Kyoto  Adventure 

 Operation  Temple  &  Shrine  Seeker 

 ●  Torii  Trail  –  Walk  through  the  thousands  of  red  torii  gates  at  Fushimi 

 Inari  Shrine. 

 ●  Bonus  :  Can  you  find  a  fox  statue  (kitsune)  along  the  path? 

 ●  Guardian  Quest  –  Find  the  lion-dog  statues  (komainu)  guarding  the 

 entrance  of  a  temple. 

 ●  Bonus  :  Can  you  tell  which  one  has  its  mouth  open  and  which  one  is 

 closed? 

 Operation  Nature  Explorer 

 ●  Bamboo  Tracker  –  Walk  through  the  Arashiyama  Bamboo  Forest  and 

 listen  to  the  sound  of  the  wind. 

 ●  Bonus  :  How  tall  do  you  think  the  bamboo  grows? 

 ●  Secret  Waterfall  –  Find  a  small  waterfall  or  stream  in  a  temple  garden. 



 Luca  &  Nico’s  Adventure  Club  Pack 

 ●  Bonus:  Watch  how  the  water  flows,  is  it  fast,  slow,  or  still? 

 Operation  Samurai  &  Ninja 

 ●  Samurai  Stance  –  At  Nijo  Castle,  find  the  hidden  nightingale  floors  that 

 chirp  when  stepped  on. 

 ●  Bonus:  Imagine  you  are  a  samurai  on  patrol,  what  do  you  hear? 

 ●  Ninja  Escape  –  Visit  a  hidden  alleyway  in  Gion  or  Higashiyama  and 

 imagine  how  ninjas  might  have  used  it. 

 ●  Bonus  :  Can  you  spot  a  wooden  Machiya-style  house? 

 Bonus  Operations 

 ●  Matcha  Treats  –  Try  a  Kyoto-style  matcha  sweet,  like  matcha  ice  cream 

 or  dango. 

 ●  Bonus  :  What  did  it  taste  like,  bitter,  sweet,  or  creamy? 

 ●  Maiko  Spotter  –  Walk  through  Gion  and  see  if  you  can  spot  a  real  Maiko 

 (apprentice  geisha)! 

 ●  Bonus  :  What  color  was  her  kimono? 

 ●  Story  Creator  –  Write  or  draw  a  story  about  a  hidden  ninja  temple  in 

 Kyoto. 
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 Luca  &  Nico’s  Secret  Message  –  Can  You  Decode  It? 

 Use  your  new  Kyoto  dialect  words  (see  below)  to  crack  the  code! 

 "Honma  ni  omoshiroi  na,  Explorer!  Walk  through  the  torii  gates,  say  Ookini 

 to  the  matcha  chef,  and  find  a  hidden  ninja  path!" 

 Craft:  Create  Your  Own  Torii  Gate  Path! 

 Design  your  own  Kyoto  shrine  entrance! 

 What  You'll  Need: 

 ●  Red  and  black  paper  or  crayons 

 ●  Scissors  (ask  an  adult  for  help!) 

 ●  Glue  or  tape 

 ●  Small  sticks  or  cardboard 

 Steps: 

 1.  Cut  out  small  red  torii  gates  from  paper  or  draw  them  on  cardboard. 

 2.  Glue  or  tape  them  onto  a  background  to  make  a  pathway  through  a 

 mountain  or  forest. 

 3.  Decorate  the  area  with  foxes,  stone  lanterns,  or  cherry  blossoms. 

 4.  Show  your  family  and  explain  where  your  secret  path  leads! 
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 Culture  Guide:  What  Makes  Kyoto  Special 

 ●  City  of  Temples  –  Kyoto  has  over  2,000  temples  and  shrines,  each  with 

 unique  histories. 

 ●  Bamboo  Forest  Magic  –  The  Arashiyama  Bamboo  Forest  is  one  of  the 

 most  famous  natural  spots  in  Japan. 

 ●  Matcha  Capital  –  Kyoto  is  the  best  place  to  try  real  matcha  tea  and 

 sweets! 

 ●  Samurai  History  –  The  Shogun’s  Castle,  Nijo  Castle,  has  hidden  security 

 features  like  nightingale  floors. 

 ●  Fushimi  Inari  Shrine  –  This  famous  shrine  has  thousands  of  red  torii 

 gates  and  is  protected  by  fox  spirits  (kitsune). 

 Language  Guide:  Speak  Like  a  Local  in  Kyoto! 

 Learn  some  words  from  the  Kyoto  dialect  (Kyoto-ben)! 

 ●  Honma  ni  omoshiroi  na!  (ほ  ん  ま  に  お  も  し  ろ  い  な！)  –  That’s  really 

 interesting! 

 ●  Ookini!  (お  お  き  に！)  –  Thank  you!  (Used  instead  of  "Arigatou"  in  Kyoto!) 

 ●  Ee  na!  (え  え  な！)  –  That’s  nice! 

 ●  Chotto  maete!  (ちょっ  と  ま  え  て！)  –  Wait  a  moment! 

 (Kyoto-ben  is  considered  soft  and  elegant,  locals  will  love  hearing  you  try  it!) 

 Packing  Tips  for  Your  Kyoto  Adventure 

 Every  great  agent  needs  the  right  gear!  Don’t  forget  to  pack  these  mission 

 essentials: 

 ●  Walking  shoes  –  Kyoto’s  temples  have  lots  of  stairs  and  stone  paths! 

 ●  Notebook  &  pencil  –  Record  discoveries  in  your  Secret  Mission  Log. 

 ●  Camera  or  phone  –  Capture  the  bamboo  forest  and  torii  gates! 

 ●  A  small  bag  –  Perfect  for  souvenirs  like  lucky  charms  (omamori)! 

 ●  Light  jacket  –  Kyoto  can  be  chilly  in  the  mornings  and  evenings! 
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 Secret  Mission  Log  –  Agent’s  Final  Report 

 Congratulations,  Agent!  Before  you  leave  Kyoto,  complete  your  final  mission 

 debrief:  (Parents  can  print  this  as  a  fun  keepsake!) 

 The  most  amazing  thing  I  saw  today: 

 __________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________ 

 The  funniest  moment  of  my  adventure: 

 __________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________ 

 A  secret  I  learned  about  Kyoto: 

 __________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________ 

 My  next  mission  will  be  to… 

 __________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________ 
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 Family  Mission  Recap  –  Adventure  Club  Discussion 

 Gather  around,  agents!  Let’s  debrief  our  mission  with  these  fun  questions: 

 (Encourages  family  bonding  and  deeper  engagement  with  the  adventure!) 

 If  you  could  build  your  own  shrine,  what  kind  of  animal  statues  would  guard 

 it?  ________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________ 

 What  did  matcha  taste  like  to  you? 

 __________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________ 

 How  did  it  feel  to  walk  through  the  bamboo  forest? 

 __________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________ 

 If  you  were  a  ninja,  where  would  you  hide  in  Kyoto? 

 __________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________ 
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 What’s  one  thing  you  learned  about  Kyoto  that  surprised  you? 

 __________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________ 

 MISSION  COMPLETE! 

 Celebrate  your  success  with  a  Kyoto-style  treat,  like  matcha  ice  cream  or  fresh 

 yatsuhashi  (cinnamon  rice  crackers).  Share  your  discoveries  with  fellow 

 adventurers  and  prepare  for  your  next  mission. 

 Agent,  your  journey  through  Kyoto  has  just  begun  –  until  next  time… 

 Stay  curious,  stay  adventurous,  and  keep  dreaming! 

 ~  The  LuNi  Travels  Family  ~ 

 Luca  &  Nico’s  Secret  Code  Answer  :  "It’s  really  interesting,  Explorer!  Walk 

 through  the  torii  gates,  say  ‘Thank  you’  to  the  matcha  chef,  and  find  a  hidden 

 ninja  path!" 


